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DOCKET FILE COP\' ORiGINAL

April 17, 2008

Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: In the Matter of Broadcast Localism (MB Docket No. 04-233)

Dear Chairman Martin:

I am writing to you today in response to the recent information that The Federal Communications Commission
is considering a radical re-regulation ofAmerica's local broadcasters. I find this alarming and believe that
additional mandates on local broadcasters are not only unnecessary, but would also be exceptionally
burdensome potentially offering the opposite results ofthose intended. As President and Market Manager of
Clear Channel Atlanta, I can assure you that our six stations - WBZY-FM, WGST-AM, WKLS-FM, WUBL­
FM, WWLG-FM, and WWVA-FM - go above and beyond what is mandated to serve the local community.

FOf. ~xample" i\12907 Clear Channel Atlanta launched a second Spanish station, WBZY-FM (WWVA-FM
being the first) to pio"ide programming and entertainment specific to the growing Spanish speaking
pop-uJation in the metro region. Earlier this year, these two stations combined eff()rts to raise $809,465 in a
tWo-day'Raaio'thon for St. Jude Children's Hospital.

In 2007 alone, Clear Channel Atlanta also donated over 15,000 PSAs to local non-profit and community
service organizations such as Atlanta Red Cross, Atlanta Community Food Bank and Georgia Council for the
Blind with an airtime value of ov~r $1,~90,000~ In addition, Cle~lr, Channel Atlanta stations have partnered
with local chariti,es and organizations such as Operation Home Front to, help raise more than $:450,000 for local
families of our Military., 'WKLS-FM partn~redwith The Empty Stock~hg'Funcnn 2007 to replac~ stolen
Christmas gifts waiting for holiday distribution valued'at over $50,000.WKLS-FM hosted a 50-hour
marathon that raised over $96,000 which more than replaced the value of the stolen'gifts. Additionally, the
station matched donations up to $25,000. These are just several ofthe ways in which Clear Channel Atlanta
demonstrates our commitment to .the local community and its charitable organizations.

.No. of Copies.rec'd ()....~__
LiSt ABCDE '

uck De-ski~s ", ,
President and Market Manager.~ -
Clear Chann~l Atlanta" .

Chairman Martin, I appreciate your taking our view!? into consideration during the ongoing proceeding and
encourage you to take the tin~e to speak with tbo~e of us who a9tually nmlocaJ qldio stations Oh a daily basis.
Along with my fellow local broadcasters, I urge you nofto impose the bUl;densorri~ r.ules that could well
hamper our a pity to contii.me this kind oflocal community,service. ;'..' -.

ClearChannel RADIO
1819 Peachtree Road NEoSuite 700 oAtianta, GA 30309 0 Tel. 404,367.0640
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I submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Prc)po~H~ulemalkinlg
"NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Comments in Response to localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
MB Docket No. 04-233

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so - and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so - even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency - and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) '. JheF,QC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tigh.t budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge:' Yet,~ the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by SUbstantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cl,ltbacks - and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest. '

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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